®7H 2013F1R1H  RTA MIIEE
RERMEE FREF REAY EHER
RATAT SOTO M+ > 2—F > aFIVBEHFE T 233-0012 #5) | REEET AKX LKA 5-1-3 HE/KRA

Tel. 045-843-8852 Fax. 045-843-8864  URL: http://www.soto-zen.net/
BR{ERE  00100-6-611195 SOTO #+ > &—F> a3t VO I 5 1
AY V4 o = |
:":7|<SIJB *ﬁT #QOH Enal_&'\

67 XU AEEHEL O CEAR AR IBERF I QOB Fic R R A E

& B

A7 AV AHFRFEED 6
~ 7 A 1 AT SOOI A AL A B33 3 AL OO A i ik 8 - AT il LT~

0 pE

b7 A ERAERER B )L X — K&

SERC244E9HSHE9HMMH, 1
P2 BN ADHFEIEIZT, b7 A
77 AR 2510 N ) R AR LB R BB
HESFBINZ 90 B RL ke - FEAT
FHEMB SN Lz RhIs4T
ENTFEEE R ADA XY M, &

DFBEOB LD A L IN—DBENZEPITEZ, LT A
ETICEFTINEN E L BUfE, b7 20 #EXIZIE, 57
NOEBEA RSB Y . ERFRREERE S U CRRIT ST
BAFEIL27 r I, BEEENTWAMEIZI80LEHZ TS,
BEXNOSDOHRFIEIL, TXTH) 7+ V=T HHNIZHY
T, T AT A HLZTTHUAEENI LY 7 =2

T e CEFMBE L E L2, HADPS L, KR
bt - KHIRREERG, 28 - $iRT—HhiZfo, 40401
LOTHIMH DR SNFE L7z BIEICKb 5724 E 0O
FLAITECTAY, FOEIXT TIC104EA B S5 100 JB4E
FLSTTHEEZ B TBY T, 2oz, k72 A0HE
HFEHRFREOINFTFTEIRY KD, S5 h%@«lﬂ% [ZoWw
TUDTEZTHIZWERNE T,
HREOIL 7 2 ) AEXIL, LA F e omid N F < E
TILA) & R, ZFROEEL. HARFR (EICHRAAD
FEEL M - BiboRSRET5) & ﬁ%y&%(%ﬁ%
HUMIHRAD AL L TIRIAVEE R LT L) D212
#hfwiﬁoEﬂm®%7x0ﬁ\bﬁél@ﬁﬂi\i
FHRFREZ RV TLIEDNDIHENFE L. ZL T, 2O
RO ZIE. WEL V) RXTELHM AT, mIOH

TN ENOLOETHRIENTWEDITTIEHY TEA.
OB A H A HEFIL, 520HRFROTTHRD
HCHBEDIRARDFRE T 790y AaDEBENE
MZHiE, DT, or 7 E—F L%, Ty 7 \o—#jdE
EVMUHERLRIT T, INOOFROFENL, H$
DFRE LNTIZFRETEIZZRE - F LS S0 £ 325
ﬁ%ﬁﬁ-%ﬁ-%ﬁ-kﬁtwotﬁbﬁaﬁim&ﬁL
F FERGHTE L TOREZROOLNTWD EZ AR, HAE
EROFREE R EENWZHTLE .

04 OV ARERSEIE 1922 4R SRR ALRT 12 & > TREZ S
NFEL72 BESENL. g BV AIEGHRAD L —F
I2&oT, BNV AIEREE T A0, EL
720 T3, WHIF) MVERO2— Ay MEDIZHH72L v
HEYOEWEBEAL T L2 INHPREETFOHREY T, 2

-------------------------#"



S O T O #

DEWNIDILRI B0 FEMICE - THbE L L TEHET 52 81078
NET. ZOEH, HRANIDEWAFEENZH - TBYF L
B HEFIIEFEOERE MRS 2 e LT, £721%5
DFHH - AR EE L THARADLE LA BT 720 T o
H2URMA RO BIRBELED R, 7 A AARTIIEELT
WEHANEF v o7 (AT ICEESRE LD, Zh
THE DAL IFHRF 2 LOR) EZHE L TnE L7, B
DD F v TOMBH SN D & HURSFIIHOREE R
Lo THELRYFE L ToORE 2, #6513 R412% 4D
AEEZICTEHLTWE T Lz, ZOMEERER, ) FVHE
PO TV LA, ENTHMETFECOHAANMRE
HEFFL T Z2DIZHR M WE Dzl CwE Lz, €L
TI9704E121d, MEFFOED O L CAETNEDY T L7,
fAIFEDKATIERVEV) L, ALBOWRAKRWZRH 2D
1oTHY, THIMFETFTLEI LS T3, MEE

BOBWAE, FEFZF TR MOARTFREICE > THRE
BB TY . HRFHZ I LHWOBNERREL. T2
HOBRAL T HE L EF A [ 22X —7— NIZH7
RS TER IR L T D EFREIC, AE RO, ANGICB
WTZEDHZ ZHEBE L T EIZHIREFEO— DT ) 7
AEBET LT ZEPRDOENTHWET, HARNERERES,
HAAEEARD DL DIZIEZ 2D, HARAL R KK L 728
5[] #EE TG RO T DT X)) I AD
TR L TR UE R 62w T, Thid, &0
HRFFEIZESTHRG LRI ETIEIDHVEFE Ao LD L, Y
MEIARANDHRE TR E L TWHRFRED, ZArs50T
AN O ETEABRNEDOEALELEIZL B 5N 55
ELT, MEEBEEFHEZLLDIZL TV, Z0k)
7 MBI, W Z 2 TR CHU LA TV A RIE R B 72
WDTT,

Considering the Future of Japanese-American Soto
Zen Temples in North America from the Vantage
Point of the Recent 90th Anniversary of the Begin-
ning of Soto Zen Buddhism Teaching Activities in
North America and the Founding of Zenshuji Soto
Mission

Rev. Daigaku Rummé
Director,
Soto Zen Buddhism North America Office

On Sept. 8th and 9th of this year, we celebrated the 90th an-
niversary of the beginning of Soto Zen Buddhism Teaching Activities
in North America and the founding of Zenshuji Soto Mission. After
many months of preparation, the combined events resulted in a great
success. Many priests from Japan joined us including Ota Daijo Roshi,
Kannin of Eiheiji, Suzuki Hoitsu Roshi, Godo of Eiheiji, and about
forty others. However, now that the ceremonies are over it is natural
for us to look ahead to the centennial celebrations in 2022. What is the
future for Japanese-American Soto Zen temples in North America? 1
would like to reflect briefly on this question in the context of our recent
celebration.

Our North America district stretches from Canada in the north
to Panama in the south and a distinction can be made between temples
that mainly serve the Japanese-American community and Zen centers
that serve a broader mix of Americans. Japanese-American temples
were the first Sotoshu institutions in North America. At present, there
are five Japanese-American temples, all of them in the state of Cali-
fornia. During the past 90 years, the Soto Zen teaching has spread far
and wide throughout North America, well beyond the wildest dreams
of the original members of these Japanese-American temples. We now
have 57 Kokusai Fukyoshi in the Association of Soto Zen Buddhists,
with 27 registered temples, and 380 registered priests. All together,
there are several hundred Soto Zen centers located throughout North
America, although not all of them are registered in Japan.

Zenshuji, located in Los Angeles, is the oldest and largest
of Japanese-American temples. Sokoji, located in San Francisco, is
the second oldest and biggest of these temples. The other three are
Long Beach Buddhist Church, Sozenji in Montebello, and Monterey

Zenshuji, located in Monterey. These temples are similar to Japanese
temples in that the main functions are the same: to perform funerals,
memorial services, and other annual ceremonies. They are different
than most temples in Japan in that they also serve as places where vari-
ous forms of Japanese arts and culture are taught and practiced, such
as: shakyo, budo, kado, chado, and taiko.

Zenshuji was founded in 1922 by Rev. Hosen Isobe. He was
invited by a group of Japanese-Americans living in the Los Angeles
area to come to Los Angeles to establish a temple. Located in the Lit-
tle Tokyo area on Hewitt Street, they first purchased a brick building
which served as the temple for nearly fifty years. Japanese-Americans
faced considerable discrimination at that time, so the temple provided
a place for people from a Sotoshu heritage with a place to preserve and
protect their religious identity and culture. After the attack on Pearl
Harbor, Japanese-Americans living on the mainland were incarcerated
in camps for the duration of the war. At that time, many in that com-
munity kept their belongings in the temple. When they were released
from the internment camps at the end of the war, once again the temple
provided an important place for the members of the temple to regroup
while they rebuilt their lives. Many of them then moved away from
Little Tokyo, and consequently this brought new challenges for main-
taining the temple and its community. In 1970, the new temple build-
ings were dedicated.

Impermanence is one of the central teachings of Buddhism
and it’s definitely possible to see this at Zenshuji. With a declining
membership in the founding families and their descendants, the ques-
tion of how Zenshuji will continue is a big question. This is also true of
the other Japanese-American temples. The original purpose and func-
tions of these temples no longer matches the changing demographics
and conditions of present-day America. It is our hope to attract new
members by offering zazen meditation and with other ways that ap-
peal to the general population who are interested in learning about and
practicing Buddhism in their lives. Our vision is to integrate the inter-
ests and needs of the Japanese-American community with Americans
who are looking for a place to practice Zen within an environment in-
fluenced by Japanese culture. This is a great challenge and will require
endless diligence, perseverance, and open mindedness to ensure that
these temples which now primarily serve the Japanese-American com-
munity will be able to grow and develop into the twenty-first century
as places that serve people from any ethnic origin.
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