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Preface
Taking a Step Further, chond this Destination

The Reverend Kenzen Yamamoto,
Dircctor of Education and Dissemination Division
Soto Zen Buddhism Adminiscrarive Headguarters

The origjr]:[l I'{sundmg go..ls of our organization, Soto Zen International, was to tll:zrlg-: the whole perspective of the international
propagation of Soro Zen Buddhism: Looking back at che past twenty-four years since its founding, we have made tremendous progress,
overcoming barriers, and have done things that have never been done before, We have come a long way in our sharing of information
acrass different countries and 'im_'n},r}u:ninb, our international L'Kl!l'l.'d']"l‘ program; where the \\ork‘-hnl:\ of both Eiheiji and Sojiji Head
Temples thar SZ1 organizes have led o programs which allow mionks in craining to go abroad to experience and study at remples and
i Morcover, the recently established Minister’s Children Workshop thac is held .ibrc:ad has given the

Zen centers around Ih. wor
younger Buddhist generarion opporrunities to expand their worldview and a chance for new discoveries.

Tt-was 20 vears ago in 1997, that the Soto Zen International Center was established in che Unived Stares. Te s most likely the first time
thar a center dedicaced in l:prc‘u:ling the Soto Zen Buddhist ru.h‘hing has been escablished ourside fJ[I_I:lPJEL The main purpose of the
CENLET Was o serveas rh: conneciing peint [rru\-w—.u u;mpir_'i, :.’.x_'u centers and o rga nizations all around the l\'Ur||], Haowever, as the world
is Far-stretched, the center is seill Far from accomplishing all of ies goals yet.

l’u:ling rhiny. in perspective, 1 believe thae SZ1 should serve as the Japancse counterpart of the Soto Zen International Center and
assist in conneceing all of the different organizations in the world. This endeavor is not only comprised of management and personnel,
but also largely depends on the support of entire communities.

Tf.hd.l_\'. Len centers, [‘] aces where |.‘uul1|(- can learn and practice Zen meditation, continues to dc\.';:|<!p restlei ngin the increase of m any
Zen practitioners. In the midst of this rrend, I believe that che universality and inclusiveness of Zen makes this movement pmﬁila]c.
Moreover, the Zen movement that had first entered the U5 Frnn!]il'!‘l an has recurned to Tapan in its American farm, not juse as a boom,

bur a5 a growing presence seen in the wide use of the word *ZEN"" We have also seen an increasing number of people who seek todive a
simple Zen-like way of life,
Following this movement, T befieve that it is SZ1's mission to approach and support chose people who have sincere interest in Zen,

vand there will be a lot of peaple thas will travel to Japan

In chree years, the Olympics and Paralympics will be hosted in Tokyo Ci
from all around che-world, T believe thar some of the visitors will have incerest in Zen and for thar reason; our organization, as well as
all of us who are a part of Soto Zen and anyone who share the same Zen aspirations, should come rogether and make a unified effort o

accommadate the people whoare inscarch of the Zen experience
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