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Preface (#maE)
Where should Soto Zen Buddhism stand in today’s diverse world?
The Reverend Kenshi Kimikabe

Drirector of Education and Dissemination Division
Soto Zen Buddhism Administrative Headquarers

| extend my heartlel appreciation to the members of Soto Zen Intermational (S£1) lor your cooperation in Lhe
imtermatinal dissemimation of Soto Aen Buddhism.

In recent years, many countries, businesses, and private organizstions hive been actively working toward
nchieving the “Sistamahle Development Goals™ (SDCs) whech are 17 plobal goals 52t up by the Linited Nations,
Setting thesr uitimste gool as “the realueation of a society that leaves no one behind today and in the future™, the
|93 countries compresing the Unimed Nabons iogether sirwve 1o comprehensively resolve the 17 magor 1ssues in
the world such as posverty and starvahion, rectifying ineguality  society, protecting and preserving our envi-
ronment, and making & pesceful society a reality.

In accondance with the declaration made by the Reveremd Ryubun Kamata, president of the Japan Ruddhist
Federntion, during the 29th World Fellowstup of Buddhists General Meeting beld @t Dashonzan Sojiji in Noven-
ber 2008, we, of Soto Slu, will mlso poin in suppont of making SDGs o reality.

Soto Sl lns actively done many different things since the slogan “Hyman Rights, Peace, Environment™ was
laid down in 1997, This slogan igsell is one that is shured workd-wide with the same principles, and we work
tegether with everyone in schleving our goals of trviog 1o deeply understand poverty, discrimination, and ewvi-
rommental probems
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Currestly, Japan is ranked 15th in the world in the rate in which they have achieved their Sustainable Devel-
pment Goals (SDGs). It was posnted out that Japan is yet to clear magor ssues such as gender equality, respon-
ble consumption and production, chimate change countermeasures, and partnership for the goals. The present
salty 1s that we arc still far from reaching our goal of “lcaving no onc behind ™

Today, where there is a lot to learn from temples and centers m foreign countries, | am also thinking about
nporting those principles from outside of Japan. and together with the SZ1 members, | would like to work to-
ard world peace. the realization of the slogan that we laid down, and the achicvement of the Sustasinsble Devel-
pment Goals.
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The Power of Remembrance
by Jiko Nakade

Daifukuji Soto Mission
September 9, 2019

As a child, I often gazed at the portraits of my
grandparents which hung on the wall of my living
room in Kona, Hawaii. My grandparents Kanesaburo
(3= ) and Matsu ( = = ) Oshima, who had
emigrated to Hawaii from Nagano, Japan in the early
1900%, both died before 1 was born. 1 had never
known them, but, seeing their portraits day after day
had etehed their faces intoe my mind.

Grandfather Kanesaburo was a businessman who
owned a store and a small taxi business in the town of
Kainaliu. He and my grandmother had 11 children.
Life was difficult for them; like other issei, they
worked from morning until night in their struggle o
survive in a foreign land.

My grandparents were gentle, honest folk, whose
lives changed suddenly the day Pearl Harbor was
attacked. Around midnight on December 7, 1941,
while his children were asleep, Grandlather was
picked up by the police and taken 1o the Kilauea
Military Camp on Hawaii Island. There, he was
detained, together with all of the Buddhist priests on
the island, who had also been arrested for no reason
other than holding positions of inlluence in their
Japanese communities. From KMC, they were sent
to Sand Island, Oahu, where they suffered harsh and
inhumane treatment.

Later that year, Grandfather found himself among
700 Japanese immigranis detained behind a barbed
wire fence at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, Among the
700 were nearly 90 Buddhist priests from the Jodo
Shinshu, Jodo, Zen, Nichiren, and Shingon sects.
Thousands of miles away from home, Grandfather

worried incessantly about his wife and children and
wondered if he'd ever see them again,

According to what T was told by Rev. Gyokuei
Matsuura, a Hawaii Soto Zen Buddhist priest who
was there, on May 12, 1942, Grandfather was
playing a game of hanafuda with some friends when
he suddenly dropped his cards and began walking
toward the fence, muttering “1 want to go home. |
want to go home.” His friends yelled to the guards
standing in their towers, “Don’t shoot, he's lost his
mind. Don’t shoot.” Unarmed and innocent of any
crime, Grandfather was shot in the back of his head.
The minety Buddhist priests conducted a funeral
service for him and for three others who also died in
that camp, After WWII ended, my father, Noboru
Oshima, the eldest of the eleven Oshima children,
went to Oklahoma to pick up Grandfather’s ashes and
bring his urn home. His grave is at Daifukuji Soto
Mission.

It’s possible that Grandfather’s tragic story would
have been forgotten over time, However, on July 20
of this year, he was remembered by a group of 25
Buddhist priests and lay leaders, who assembled in
Lawton, Oklahoma and marched in their robes in
the 102-degree heat with nearly 400 other protestors
who were there to protest the imminent confinement
of up to 1,400 asylum-secking children from Central
America who had been separated from their parents
and who were to be sent to Fort Sill.

A Japanese American organization called Tsuru
for Solidarity organized, as part of the protest, a
memorial service for Grandfather and the others
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who died while interned at Fort Sill. The service
was organized under the guidance of Rev. Duncan
Ryuken Williams, a Soto Zen priest and scholar of
Buddhism, and author of the newly published book
American Sutra: A Story of Faith and Freedom in the
Second World War,

At the Fort Sill gates the Buddhist priests quickly
set up an altar and chanted the Heart Sutra, led by
Rev. Shumyo Kojima of Zenshuji in L.A. Placed upon
the altar was a photo of my grandfather, a Buddha
statue carved in 1943 in an internment camp at
Manzanar, and three maile leis, sent from my Oshima
family in lieu of a floral arrangement. The leis, an
offering of peace, were then draped on a cannon
by Rev. Ryuken Williams and Rev. Wendy Egyoku
Nakao, abbot emeritus of the Zen Center of Los
Angeles.

Later that day, a second memorial service and rally
were held at the Shepler Square Park. Once again, my
grandfather’s photo was placed on the altar. 1t was a
moving ceremony which ¢an be viewed on YouTube:
https:/iiwwwyoutube.com/watch?v=13GbRieuoLM&
feature=youtu.be.

1t was with much regret that | was unable to fly 1o
Oklahoma due to my duties at Daifukuji. The photos
and videos of the protest which were shared with me
moved me to tears and made me aware of the deep
inter-generational suffering carried in my heart and
in the hearts of the members of my Oshima family. It
moved me to know that my grandfather became the
“face of injustice™ and that his death, a reminder to
all that forced, unjust removal and incarceration must
never happen again.

Tt —he S LA OO RS N R O
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Following the Fort Sill protest, on July 24 it was
announced that plans to move the migrant children to
Fort Sill were put on hold.

In my message which was read by Rev. Nakao at
the memorial service held in Oklahoma, were these
words: Your courage and your compassion have the
power to transform ignorance and prejudice into
awareness and wisdom, Thank you for being here for
those who are suffering and for those whose voices
are not being heard.

Al the end of my essay, I'd like to thank/credit Rev.
Duncan Ryuken Williams for the information on the
Fort Still Protest which he shared with me.

His full-length essay can be read online on
his website: https:/staticl squarespace.com/
static/Sba3e3df1516balstbbel 801/t/5d43¢10993alMd
0001229240/1 564729734827/ Duncarr+Ryuken+Willi
amsHluly 20+ Fort £5ilH+Report-v0802.pdf.

Or, hitps:/'www.duncanryukenwilliams.com,
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